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Handcrafted in Brooklyn, Fredericks & Mae’s  
wares are designed for outdoor recreation,  

yet are also works of art

Text by DORKYS RAMOS   Photographs by JENNIFER CAUSEY
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IF YOU’RE EVER STUCK on what to buy the 
person who has everything—including a love of 
art and the unexpected—then presenting them 
with an arrow decorated with exotic feathers and 
handspun with thread is sure to elicit surprise. 
Or perhaps they’d be more delighted with an 
artistic wooden bocce set for those summer gath-
erings in the backyard. Such items are only some 
of the whimsy that you’ll find from Fredericks 

& Mae (fredericksandmae.com). Created by Brook-
lyn duo Gabriel Cohen and Jolie Signorile—the 
company bears the 25-year-olds’ middle names— 
Fredericks & Mae is a collection of handmade 
objects for the home, garden, and sky that are 
functional and beautiful to behold. 

The two met during their senior year at Ohio’s 
Oberlin College after adjacent art studio spaces 
and a “vibing” vision left them crushing on each 
other. A joint senior show and five giant instal-
lations later (their biggest was 50 feet long), 
they each moved to Brooklyn, where they had to 
scale down the size of their projects to fit within 
their New York City apartments. In an effort to 
streamline and make the best use of both space 
and their palette of materials, Jolie says they’ve 
employed a simple rule: “A new product will 
make sense if it can basically be made with the 

1. Along with using cotton, polyester, silk 

thread, and gold and silver paint for 

their arrows, Gabriel and Jolie color the 

wooden dowels with batik dyes before 

wrapping them with thread.

2. Jolie brands the company’s name onto 

the side of the arrows’ dowels.

3. A stack of gold- and silver-tipped dowels 

bears the Fredericks & Mae imprint.

4. One arrow takes about an hour to com-

plete and comes in a vibrant array of 

designs embellished with thread, paint, 

and bird feathers. No two are alike.

5. Jolie cuts the feathers before shaping 

them. Next, she’ll attach the spine of 

the feather to the arrow shaft.

6. Gabriel spins different colored thread 

around each dowel, creating a one-of-a-

kind pattern on each arrow. 

7. Jolie carefully adheres the feathers to 

the side of the threaded dowels. 

8. To assemble the arrows, Jolie uses a 

fletching jig—which helps ensure that 

the feathers are attached in a consistent 

manner.
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things we already have.” So despite the 
seeming randomness in their line of 
arrows, masks, kites, and bocce sets, a 
unifying thread runs through it— 
oftentimes quite literally. 

Cotton, polyester, and silk thread 
imported from places like Mexico, Ger-
many, and Italy have been present in 
their work since their larger-than-life 
college projects and is currently used to 
create unique patterns on arrows that 
are then topped with colorful feathers. 
“I keep being amazed at how beautiful 
naturally occurring things are,” says 
Jolie. The vibrant plumes—now ac-
quired from breeders, pet owners, and 
eBay sellers—were what initially sparked 
Gabriel and Jolie’s fascination in 2008 
and led to the company’s first collection 
of wings and gold- and silver-tipped 
arrows. 

After designer Maryam Nassir Zadeh 
stocked her eclectic Lower East Side 
boutique with the arrows that fall and 
Andy Spade, Kate’s husband and the 
force behind Partners & Spade, pointed 

them out in a New York Times column, 
people quickly took notice. Fredericks 
& Mae has since made its way into more 
than a dozen stores with ever-growing 
plans for new products and collabo-

“I keep being 
amazed at how 
beautiful naturally 
occurring things 
are,” says Jolie.
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rations. Their bocce sets, for example, debuted 
late last year. The balls are made out of wood and 
hand-painted with simple stripes and circles in 
vivid colors before being treated to a glossy varnish. 
“We’ve always been attracted to objects that have 
ambiguous origins,” Gabriel explains. “Arrows, for 
example, are found in every culture and through-
out history.”

Boldly hued kites finally flew their way into the 
collection this spring after the pair spent a year 
figuring out the physics behind getting them air-
borne. (The high-end pieces might be better suited 
for mounting on a wall rather than risk damaging 
in flight.) A holiday line, along with a 2012 cal-
endar with 12 silk-screened images of rose win-
dows—the circular, ornate windows often associated 
with Gothic cathedrals—titled “It’s Always Darkest 
Before the Dawn,” will be rolling out soon.

Part of the joy that Gabriel and Jolie derive from 
their business lies in the ability to work the materi-
als with their hands, but this has them wondering 

Left and below: The 
latest addition to the 
collection—kites—just 
debuted in May, but had 
been a work in progress 
for over a year. The kites 
feature graphic designs 
detailed with colorful 
paper tassels made by 
Confetti System.

Opposite: “It was just 
fun playing for a while,” 
Jolie says of the duo’s 
first collaborations, 
adding that they didn’t 
start with the intention 
of branding a company. 
Now that they have, the 
enjoyment continues to 
seep into their work. 
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how long they can continue being a two-person team 
and still supply their demand. “We’re just at the point 
where I have to quit my job because it’s hard to meet the 
demand, grow the product line, and develop things on 
time,” says Jolie, a part-time fashion and art teacher at 
an after-school program for children. “It’s a scary little 
jump, but it’s very exciting.”

They have already enlisted the help of friends and 
family to undertake tasks that the couple is less familiar 
with, like sewing and woodworking. Even Jolie’s dad 
has chipped in by creating machines that speed up the 
threading and painting processes for arrows and bocce 
balls. And these are all relationships they treasure and 
hope to keep close if they accomplish their dream of 
opening up their own shop and studio space. “It’s really 
fitting to be in a community of people that’s using retail 
to get at art or to get at design or to get at history,” says 
Gabriel. “In my brain, opening a store allows us to join 
that conversation.” 

After the bocce balls 
have been painted and 
varnished, they’re hung to 
dry in Jolie’s basement—
which serves as the com-
pany’s work space when 
the weather impedes them 
from taking their projects 
out to the garden.


